SOME   POINTS   IN   MOSLEM   FAITH

chief, to whom a portion of the alms received must
be paid.

These dervishes wander from place to place, chant-
ing, singing, and begging. The natives do not like
to refuse them anything, from fear more than love,
perhaps, as it is considered meritorious to give alms
to these religious people,

They generally dress in dirty white, wear their
hair long, and carry an axe or club, more often than
not beautifully chased and inlaid, also the well-known
dervish bowl, which is made from a huge nut, carved
and decorated. Often these dervishes will come and
seat themselves in the courtyard and begin their
monotonous chant, and it is very difficult to get
them to move, as the servants will never use force,
and their reiterated requests to "move on5' meet with
no success whatever till the dervish is satisfied that
he has extracted all the "backsheesh" likely to be
forthcoming.

The Seyyids are another class of people much
respected in the country. They claim to be the
direct descendants of the prophet Mohammed, and
are allowed many privileges on account of this.
They wear a green turban or waistband, to be
known of all men. Looked upon as a religious
body, the natives are afraid to offend them in
any way.

Then there are the "mullahs," or priests of the
Islamic faith. They exercise a great deal of power
over the people, but are not, as a rule, loved by them
over much.

The Persians are Shiah Mohammedans, whilst
the Arabs and Turks are Sunnis. As the former
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